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Inside This Issue: 

Read with Friends 

Could Beanstack get 
any better? Yes it can! 
Read about the feature  
recently added.  
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Medici TV 

Check out this digital 
resource with all things 
music! You’re sure to 
find something you like.  
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New Team Member! 

We’ve added a staff mem-
ber to the Dickinson Li-
brary. Check out a brief 
introduction to our new 
Bookmobile Librarian.  
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Springing into action!  
 

   Spring is here, and with it such exciting news we couldn’t wait for a our nor-

mally scheduled release to tell you about it. In person programming will be returning to 

the library this April!  

 We will be brining back all of your favorite programs along with some new 

ones. This includes the summer reading program. While we are thrilled to be able to 

bring these programs back, library leadership has taken this opportunity to implement 

some changes we hope will make programs better for everyone. 

 Beginning in April, all programs will require patrons to sign up to attend, any-

one not signed up will not be able to participate in the program. Further the number of 

people able to sign up for a program will be capped. We understand this is a departure 

from our previous procedure, but these changes will allow our limited number of pro-

gramming staff to ensure everyone who attends a program gets the best experience pos-

sible. For more details on these changes see Library Director Rita En-

nen’s Soapbox on page 2. We look forward to seeing you all back for 

programs!    
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materials prepared for 

them. Once we have 

reached capacity for a 

session, additional indi-

viduals will not be admit-

ted. I know this is a big 

change, but if we all 

work together we can en-

sure that story times are 

better than ever. 

 

As we resume more pro-

gramming this summer, 

we are anticipating using 

our outdoor space for 

more programs. Registra-

tion will be used for all 

programs. Most of you 

know that we employ a 

trained teacher as our 

Children’s and Young 

Adult Librarian. Tremen-

dous work goes into plan-

ning all of our activities. 

By using registration, we 

can ensure enough mate-

rials and space are pre-

pared for all participants 

to successfully engage in 

learning with each pro-

gram. We anticipate of-

fering two sessions of 

STEAM activities this 

summer to improve the 

experience for children 

and families that partici-

pate. 

 

I am also excited to an-

nounce that we are ac-

tively planning for a full 

slate of in-person activi-

ties for the summer read-

ing program. Watch our 

next newsletter for more 

information about Magic, 

Rita’s Soapbox 
By Rita Ennen 
Library Director 
 

Good News! 

 

After what seems like 

forever, the library will 

be offering in-person 

programs in April! We 

are starting with pre-

school story times, as 

those programs were 

the first offered by li-

braries long ago and are 

the most familiar. Pro-

grams will be offered in 

the Community Room 

and staff have worked 

hard to prepare the 

space so that social dis-

tancing will be possi-

ble. For the month of 

April, we will be offer-

ing the same story time 

program on Tuesday 

and Wednesday morn-

ings hoping to maxim-

ize the number of chil-

dren who can attend. 

Please watch for regis-

tration information as 

registration will be re-

quired. If you are 

bringing more than one 

child, register each 

child so that we will 

have space and craft 
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 Beanstack has 
launched a new feature 
on their website and in 
the app, “Read with 
Friends”. With this new 
feature you can invite 
friends to join in reading 
challenges. Once you 
have added friends you 
can see badges earned, 
books logged, challenges, 
and reading stats! For 
those of you who are 
competitive there is also 
a Leaderboard feature 
linked to your friends. 
You can see who is read-
ing the most based on 
minutes or books logged. 
Think Goodreads, but 
cooler because you have 
access to our reading 
challenges! 
  

 Adding friends to 
your account is simple. If 

you are using the web-
site, there is a new tab at 
the top (once you’ve 

logged in) that says 
Friends. Select that tab 
and simply follow the 

steps to add friends. If 
you are in the app, you 
will see “Community” in 

the bottom right corner. 
Select that and follow the 
steps to add friends. This 

is a new feature, so if you 
are loving it (or not real-
ly) let us know! 
Beanstack is designed to 

help us create fun, inter-
active reading challeng-
es! Now you can create 

your own challenges with 
your friends and can really 

see who the reader in your 
group is. As always, happy 
reading and don’t forget to 

check out the new chal-
lenges on Beanstack.  

Geoscience from the Uni-
versity of Alaska, Fair-

banks, and spend most of 
my free time digging up 
and studying dinosaurs. If  

I were to list all my favor-
ite books we wouldn’t 
have room for anything 

else in the newsletter; but 
Jurassic Park by Michael 
Crichton, The Lord of the 

Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien, 
and the October Daye and 

Incryptid series by Sean-
an McGuire currently 
hold the top spots. I look 

forward to helping every-
one find their favorite 
books! 

 Hello! My name is 
Bobby Ebelhar and I am 

the new Bookmobile 
and School Services Li-
brarian for the Dickin-

son Library. I will be 
driving the bookmobile 
around Billings, Slope, 

and Stark counties and 
taking care of the library 
needs of Medora and 

Fairfield schools. I’m 
from Pasadena, Califor-
nia, and have lived all 

over the place, from 
California and New 
York to Montana and 
Alaska. I have a BS in 

By Bobby Ebelhar 

With the release of 
each issue of our news-
letter, we like to high-
light one of the digital 
resources available to 
our patrons.  
 
This issue we wanted 
to highlight Medici TV 
and the jazz showcase 
they are running this 
month, including sev-
eral live performances. 
In addition, Medici TV 
has several jazz collec-
tions for users to enjoy.  
 

These collections con-
tain performances by 
famous artists, both his-
torical and contempo-
rary. 
 

Along with performanc-
es, there are a number 
of documentaries on the 
history of jazz, and of 
master courses with fa-
mous jazz musicians. 
 
Spotlights like these are 
produced frequently by 
the Medici staff, and we 
cannot recommend 
them highly enough.  
 
Whether you are a long 
time enthusiast of the of 
the music being show-
cased or have only a 

passing curiosity. You 
will find something 
fascinating.  
 
Medici TV is free to 
use for any Dickinson 
Area Public Library 
card holder.  
 
So don’t hesitate visit 
https://edu.medici.tv/
en/ today! 

A New Library  
Team Member! 

By Jade Praus 

 

Myth, and Mischief! 

Mark your calendar now 

for Saturday, May 29th  

when we will be hosting 

a grand medieval carnival 

to kick-off the summer 

reading program. More 

summer news will be 

coming in our regular 

May newsletter. We are 

looking forward to seeing 

all of you again. 

 

Happy spring! 

 

-Rita   


