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No More Late Fees! 

Its true. Turn to page 4 
for more details on the 
Library’s move to elimi-
nate late fees! 
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Library Foundation 

The Library Foundation 
stops in to tell us about 
everything they have 
done to help out the 
Library this year. 
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Emoji Reads! 

Children’s Librarian Jade 
Praus gives us a sneak 
peak at a fun upcoming 
program.  
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A Hopeful Start to 2021  

   Happy New Year! We hope you are looking forward to the new year with as 
much excitement as we are. We will be rolling out some new programs, and revitalizing 
some old ones. We hope to be able to share more details on upcoming programs and 
activities as the year progresses. The safety of our patrons is our first concern, so we are 
taking our time and ensuring we follow best practices as outlined by city, state, and fed-
eral regulations.  
 
 In addition, the Library and its partners are continuing to raise funds and work 
towards breaking ground on the Library expansion. Architect updates can be found on 
the Library’s website; the most recent of these being a fantastic walkthrough video cre-
ated by our Outreach Librarian, Paul Amberg. The video will walk the viewer through 
the most recent renders created by the architects at Bartlett & West. If you are curious 
about what the Library will look like after the expansion, visit our website at dickin-
sonlibrary.org and see for yourself. If you would like to contribute to the Library expan-
sion effort, you can find ways to donate by visiting the Library 
Foundation’s Website at daplfoundation.org. 
 
 I have only touched on some of what we have to share 
with you. Read on and enjoy. We cannot wait to share everything 
we have in store for you in 2021.  
 

By Ian Anguiano 
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Board. They are responsible 
for approving library poli-
cies, budgets and expendi-
tures.  The library director 
(that’s me) directly reports 
to the library board per the 
Century Code. 

The Friends of the Library 
is a membership group that 
anyone can join.  They are 
always happy to have new 
members.  See the member-
ship form at the end of this 
newsletter if you would like 
to join. The Friends offer 
volunteer help to the library 
as well as running the 
Twice Sold Tales 
bookstore.  Funds raised 
support library program-
ming efforts. The Friends of 
the Library Board oversees 
and directs all Friends relat-
ed activities. 

The Dickinson Public Li-
brary Foundation Board 
works to raise funds in sup-
port of library activities and 
especially for facility needs.  
The Foundation Board has 
been deeply involved with 
the Expansion Project from 
the very beginning.  Our 
exciting future plans have 
progressed amazingly with 
their support. 

There are currently open-
ings for members on all 
three of these boards.  If 
you have any interest in 
getting involved in helping 
the library grow and serve 
our community better, 
please let me know. We 
would be glad to have you 
serve. I can personally at-
test that all three of these 
boards are filled with pas-
sionate library supporters 
who are a pleasure to work 
with.  

Rita   

Rita’s Soapbox 
By Rita Ennen 
Library Director 
 

We Need Your Help and 
Support! 

Happy New Year! It is so 
great to have turned the 
page on 2020 with hope 
for a healthier and more 
lighthearted year ahead. 
While library programs 
remain virtual for the pre-
sent, we are making plans 
to hopefully begin more 
in-person offerings in the 
near future. We are work-
ing especially hard to en-
sure that we will be able 
to have at least some in-
person events during our 
summer reading program. 
Watch for more infor-
mation about Magic, 
Myth & Mischief this 
summer! 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to say a big 
thank you to the members 
who serve on all of our 
library related boards.  
What a terrific bunch of 
people you are. Our li-
brary can serve the com-
munity so much better 
because of your support 
and service. Thank you! 

For those of you who may 
be unfamiliar, there are 
three different boards that 
help support the library.  
The first is the Library 
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The pan-
demic has 

not slowed 
down your 
Dickinson Area 

Public Library Founda-
tion Board. Here are a 
few things we've accom-
plished recently: 
We moved a major part 
of the endowment to the 
North Dakota Communi-
ty Fund. The principal 
will be preserved perma-
nently, and the fund will 
generate income that can 
be used to benefit the Li-
brary. You can donate to 
the fund and qualify for a 
state tax credit for 40% 
of your donation. You 
can find our fund and do-
nate soon by going to 
ndcf.net on the web. 
 
We moved most of the 
remainder of the endow-
ment to a growth fund 
with Mike Parke Invest-
ment, LLC. This action 
should produce additional 
funds for the Library's 
facilities, programs, and 
services. 
 
The Foundation pur-
chased a garage-style 
shed to enhance Library 
storage. The shed is be-
ing built and should ar-
rive next May. 
 
The Foundation negotiat-
ed a lease and reworked 
insurance coverage with 
the Friends of the Library 
bookstore, Twice Sold 
Tales. 
  
Foundation members 

joined Rita Ennen, our 
Head Librarian, in a 
meeting with Dickinson 
city officials and accom-
panied Rita at a presenta-
tion to the Stark County 
Commission. The Li-
brary's partnerships with 
local government are an 
essential ingredient in the 
future expansion of the 
Library. 
 
The Foundation has 
contracted with Ian 
Angui-
ano, 
Admin-
istrative 
Support 
Librari-
an, to assist 
with Founda-
tion development. Ian has 
created a Foundation 
website, daplfounda-
tion.org. You can see his 
work by clicking on the 
Donate button found on 
the website, which will 
take you to the Go-
FundMe page Ian created 
for us. Watch the website 
for more developments. 
 
The Foundation is work-
ing on arrangements for 
grant writers who can 
help Rita find funds that 
will support Library de-
velopment. 
 
Old Fashioned Christmas 

Fundraiser: We went vir-
tual this year, and you 
made it a huge success. 
The online auction 
brought in $971; the raf-
fle earned $1,342; 246 
raffle tickets were sold. 
Many thanks to all of you 
who participated.  
 
We wish to extend a spe-

cial thanks to our 
2020 donors: 
American Bank 
Center, Caribou 
Coffee, Choice 
Bank, Coborn's, 
Cornerstone Bank, 
Dakota Communi-
ty Bank and Trust, 

Deb Greenwood, Faith 
Expressions, Fern 
Pokorny, Fluffy Fields, 
Gaffaney's Floral, Gate 
City Bank, Jay and Kevin 
Kovash, JP Frame Shop, 
Mike Kelly's McDonald's, 
Kirkwood Bank and Trust, 
Mike Parke Investments 
Management, LLC, Paw 
and Claw, Player's Sports 
Bar and Grill, 
Renee 
Paasch, Ron 
Schmidt In-
vestment 
Group, Si-
monson's, 
Stevenson 
Funeral 
Home, Sweet 
Melange, and 
Western Co-

operative Credit Union.  
 
 
Please thank the individ-
uals and give your pat-
ronage to the business 
sponsors. 
 
The Foundation will reor-
ganize and elect officers 
at its next meeting, April 
14, 2021, in the Library 
Community Room. 

emojis. Our younger read-
ers (ages 0-6) will have 

emojis that are more topic 
based. For example one 
emoji is 

a truck, 
so you 
can read 

a book 
about 
trains or 

cars or boats. Our readers 
ages 7-11 have more faci-
al expression emojis, but 

have some that are genre 
based as well. So, the uni-
corn emoji means to read 
something in the fantasy 

realm (don’t worry, there 
are descriptions in each 
badge). Our readers 12+ 

have all facial expression 
emojis to log 
with. The best 

part about this 
program is you 
can log badges in 

any order, kind of 
like a Won-

kavator, “sideways, and 

slantways, and longways, 
and backways”. So have 
fun with this program and 

all the emojis that come 
with it.  

For this program, usual-
ly done for our teens, 

we wrap up books and 
put a picture of an emoji 
on the cover to give a 

hint about the book. 
Since we won’t be able 
to do that this year, we 

are making 
it a “new” 
program 

on 
Beanstack, 
but with a 

twist. Instead of us giv-
ing you an emoji to go 
with a book, we are just 
giving you the emojis.  

Each badge in 
Beanstack is a different 
emoji just waiting for 

you to read a book to 
match it to. Read 
something totally 

terrifying? There’s 
an emoji for that! 
Maybe the book 

had you laughing 
out loud? There’s 
an emoji for that too!  

Since it is new and dif-

ferent on Beanstack it’s 
been altered for ALL 
ages.   We will have 

three different age 
groups with different 

By Jade Praus 

Sign-up for our reading programs at: 
 
https://dickinsonlibrary.beanstack.org 
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The Dickinson Area Pub-

lic Library has for many 

years now, been making 

large strides in expanding 

the digital resources 

available to our patrons. 

The last year has driven 

home the importance of 

these remote resources 

for our patrons, both as 

an educational and recre-

ational resource.  

If you are a regular reader 

of the Printworthy Pages 

you have likely seen some 

of our tutorials on how to 

use Overdrive, Libby, and 

RB Digital. You might, be 

less familiar with Hoopla, 

our newest digital re-

source. Hoopla offers a 

wide selection of books, 

comics, audiobooks, and 

movies all free to access 

with your library card. 

Better yet, Hoopla offers 

access to all of its mate-

rials with no wait times. 

Unlike Overdrive and 

Libby which offer the use 

of digital items tied to a 

single license, limiting 

each digital item to one 

per person. On hoopla 

each item is paid for by 

the Library on an indi-

vidual basis, which 

means if five students 

need access to “All is 

Quiet on the Western 

Front,” each of one can 

choose to check out the 

item. Call or visit the Li-

brary for more infor-

mation on how to get 

started with Hoopla to-

day!  

However, the Dickinson 

Library’s online re-

sources aren’t limited to 

things like digital books 

and movies. There are 

also resources like Man-

go Languages, an inter-

active language learning 

tool, that can teach you 

everything from the rudi-

ments of other languages 

to their complex compo-

nents and forms. In ad-

dition, the Library also 

offers tools to explore 

your personal history 

through our genealogy 

databases. 

All of these incredible 

resources are at your 

finger tips. All you need 

is a library card and an 

internet connection! 

We are excited to announce that the Dickinson Area Public Library will no longer be charging late 

fines on overdue items. 

This is a topic that has been under discussion by the Library Board and Library leadership for 

some time. After close examination of both the positive and negative impacts of this choice, the 

board voted in favor of going Fine Free. 

What does this mean for you? It means that going forward, you will not be charged fines for the 

late return of items. Also, outstanding late fees will be forgiven. 

This fine forgiveness only ex-

tends to late fines. Items that 

have been lost or damaged will 

continue to be billed to pa-

trons. 

 Our hope is that this 

change will make our library a 

more equitable and accessible 

place.  

I have always appreciat-

ed the fact that I was 

asked to be on the 
Friends of the Library 

Board while I was brows-

ing in the library. That 

delightful and appropri-

ate coincidence has 

turned into a deeply 
meaningful experience 

for me. As a Friend, I 

have met amazing peo-

ple, built deeper connec-

tions within our commu-
nity, and been able to 

support a treasured local 

institution.  

I invite you to join 
Friends of the Library.  

Our mission, as Friends, 

is to raise money and 

public awareness in the 
community to support 

the services and pro-

grams of the library. I 

would like to share with 

you some of the ways 
that we have pursued 

that mission in recent 

months. We value our pub-

lic library and work to find 

ways, big and small, to 

share our energy and re-

sources to support it.  

On December 30, we re-

ceived a $1,000 donation 

from SpartanNash, which 

we donated to the library 
in support of the Mak-

erSpace STEAM program. 

Thank you to everyone 

who helped us to reach 

that goal by donating your 

Family Fare receipts. We 

are well on our way to col-

lecting the next $150,000 

worth of receipts; please 

donate yours at the library 

to help us in this goal! 

We would like to give a 

special thank-you to Gus 

Zettel and his mom, Tara 

– both amazing Friends! 
Gus and Tara contributed 

so much by organizing the 

receipts and submitting 

them to SpartanNash to 

make the donation possi-

ble. 

The Twice Sold Tales 

bookstore has donated cou-

pons for free books to the 

Winter Reading Program; 

these are offered as small 
prizes for young readers. 

Our Friends organization is 

most visible through our 

used bookstore, Twice Sold 
Tales.  

Are you looking for a volun-

teer opportunity? If so, 
Friends is looking for you! 

We are in need of some vol-

unteers to help out at 

Twice Sold Tales. If you are 

interested, please stop by 

our store and leave your 
name and phone number. 

From one Friend to anoth-

er, 

Dana Whippo 

Board President, Friends of 
the Library 
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By Ian Anguiano 

New to the Dickinson Area 
Public Library (DPL) will be 
a collection of board and card 
games for DPL card holders 
to checkout and enjoy.  Pa-
trons can checkout up to 2 
board games at a time for 1 
week on an adult card.  When 
the cataloging of the collec-
tion is completed, adult DPL 
card holders will have over 
130 games to choose from. 

The game collection will be 
housed in the historical sec-
tion of the library. With 
many new games having a 
price of as much as $60 or 
more, checking out a game 
is a great way to be able to 
try out a game before com-
mitting to purchasing the 
game.  Board game collec-

tions are starting to appear at 
libraries around the country as 
librarians are constantly look-
ing for ways to better serve 
their populations. Board games 
are an easy choice for libraries 
to add as playing games reduc-
es stresses and helps create and 
promote a sense of community. 
 
Through the generosity of 
many game companies and 
local individuals, the DPL was 
able to compile a collection 
that is about 8 times larger then 
budget alone would have al-
lowed.  There are games for all 
age ranges and gamer types.  
We have a wide selection of 
the various Munchkin card 
games and  classics like Battle-
ship, Rummikub, and Mouse 

By Paul Amberg 

Trap.  Modern classic card 
games like Taco vs. Burrito, 
Exploding Kittens and Code-
names.  In depth strategy 
games are represented as well 
with Dominant Species, Twi-
light Struggle and Welcome to 
Centerville. With this collec-
tion there is bound to be some-
thing for your entire family or 
group of friends to enjoy.  The 
entire collection can be viewed 
on the DPL website at http://
www.dickinsonlibrary.org/559
6.  Questions can be emailed to 
paul.amberg@dickinsongov.co
m or just ask for Paul at the 
DPL.  Game night is on, have 
fun! 


